Credit and Cents

Introduction

Right now, your savings, your debt and your financial safety net are all under the microscope.
With interest-rates poised to fall, inflation still creeping in and fraudsters getting more creative,
you can’t afford to sit on your hands. This newsletter issue of Credit & Cents is laser-focused: first,
two compelling high-yield savings offers you should act on now; then three detailed, smart
strategies you can execute today; and finally, the latest fraud threats you must know. Let’s get into

it.

2.

Top Savings Account Opportunities (FDIC Insured)

Valley Bank Direct: 4.10% APY (open with $1,000 minimum) — best for smaller sums and
quick access.

CIT Bank — Platinum Savings: 3.85% APY + $225 bonus with $25k, or $300 bonus with
$50k — better for larger balances and bonus seekers.

Three Smart Strategies for Today’s Economy

Here are refined and high-impact moves backed by current expert advice:
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Strategy 1 — Have a liquid, high-yield cash buffer.
Financial advisors emphasize that in uncertain times, the first line of defense is a well-supplied
emergency fund in highly liquid form.

Aim for at least 3-6 months of core living expenses; if you work in a volatile industry,
even up to 12 months may be wise.

Use a high-yield savings account (like the ones from Valley Bank and CIT Bank) rather than
leaving funds in low-yield checking or traditional savings—this gives you both safety and
return.

Why it matters: With rates likely to drop, taking advantage of the high rates now means
you're protected before yields erode.

Strategy 2 — Structure your cash and savings “ladder” for flexibility + yield.
Rather than parking all your funds in one place or in long-term locked investments (such as a CD),
adopt a tiered approach. Experts call this part of “protecting your wealth in times of uncertainty.”

Tier A: Immediate access cash in a high-yield savings account (for emergencies or
opportunities).

Tier B: Short-term instruments (CDs, money markets) with slightly higher yield but
moderate access constraints.

Tier C: Longer-term investments or locked funds only after your immediate needs are
covered.

This ensures you capture today’s good yields yet maintain access if something unexpected
happens.

Strategy 3 — Reduce variable-risk liabilities and strengthen your financial foundation.
Financial planning in unstable economies emphasizes not just savings, but controlling what you
owe and building resilience in your structure.

Focus on paying down high-interest or floating-rate debt: when rates fall, many costs shift.

Review all subscriptions, insurance, recurring costs: trimming non-essential expenses
frees up cash for savings (or higher-return uses). Click here if you need Experian’s help in
cancelling unused subscriptions.

If you open one of the high-yield accounts above, treat it as your “safe corner” where you
stash funds before deploying to riskier assets — letting your core stay protected, and your
side funds be more opportunistic.

Have a clear picture of all assets, liabilities, income sources and contingencies — experts
say consolidation of that information is key to weathering downturns. Click here for a free
demo of Range Wealth Management to help you plan your long term future.

Fraud Trends & Simple Safeguards — Because Safety Matters
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What’s happening:
e Fraud via digital account takeover and social-engineering is rising sharply.

e Fraudsters impersonate banks or government agencies, use urgent “move your money”
scripts, or exploit login credentials with malware.

e As more money flows into online high-yield accounts, they become brighter targets.
What you should do:
e Enable multi-factor authentication (MFA) on every financial login.

e If you receive an unexpected message from your bank, don’t click the link—go directly to
your banking app or website and verify.

e Monitor your accounts daily (especially new high-yield accounts). Set alerts for logins
from new devices or large transfers.

e Treat your high-yield savings account as separate from your everyday checking: link to a
“clean” checking account with limited exposure.

e Use secure networks (avoid public WiFi), keep software updated, use unique strong
passwords and a password managetr.

e If someone pressures you to move money fast, take a pause: legitimate institutions don’t
force that.

Final Word & Share This Issue

We're living through a unique window: you can still lock in strong savings rates, build financial
resilience and shield yourself against rising fraud risk. Using the high-yield account options
outlined above gives you a practical platform. Layer in the three strategies above and you’ll be far
ahead of many who wait until tomorrow.

If you found this issue valuable, please share it with your friends and family — helping others act

now is powerful. And if someone you know isn’t yet subscribed to Credit & Cents, encourage
them to do so today by clicking here. Staying informed is one of the best savings moves you can
make.

Thanks for reading — here’s to better yields, smarter strategy and stronger protection.
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High-Yield Savings Credit Cards High Interest Checking Loans Small Business
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